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ABSTRACT 



This invention combines meteorological and other environ- 
mental data with data specific to a particular craft or vehicle, 
such as, for example, the weight, speed, response 
characteristics, propulsion, mode of propulsion, and 
configuration, of a particular aircraft, and produces a sim- 
plified display map showing environmental conditions data 
as the environmental conditions data relates to that specific 
vehicle. The environmental conditions data is presented on 
the display map in the form of environmental condition 
annotations that have different coloring, shading, and/or 
iconization as determined by the type, severity, and area of 
the various environmental conditions relative to the vehicle. 
This invention separately provides travel route optimization 
for a particular craft or vehicle based on the combination of 
meteorological and other environmental data with data spe- 
cific to the particular craft or vehicle. The travel route may 
be optimized based on default criteria or criteria selected by 
a user, such as, for example, best fuel economy, most 
comfortable ride, fastest traverse of a particular region, 
and/or changing configuration of the particular craft or 
vehicle. The travel route may be altered or updated by this 
invention based on either a request from the user or a change 
in either the environmental conditions or the characteristics 
of the particular craft or vehicle. 

51 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets 
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VEHICLE SPECIFIC HAZARD ESTIMATION, mate size of the hazardous area. By understanding the color 

PRESENTATION, AND ROUTE PLANNING codes and the size variations of these displayed pie shapes, 

BASED ON METEOROLOGICAL AND the pilot can take appropriate actions to negotiate a way 

OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL DATA through a hazardous area or avoid the hazardous area 

5 completely, without flying into another hazardous area. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION _ rww _ fvr ,_ _ vr 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention _„ „. . . . . 4 . 4 t _ 

t , . , . . When making flight decisions, the pilot cannot merely 

This invention relates to the display of meteorological and cnvironmcntal conditions information in a vacuum, 

other environmental data. 10 thc pUot must ^ aircraft spcc ifi c characteristics, 

2. Description of Related Art suc |j as, f or example, the physical size, weight, propulsion, 
Whether planning a flight, flying a pre-planned route, or mode of propulsion, performance characteristics, and pcr- 

altering a flight en route, pilots need up-to-date, accurate formance limitations of the aircraft that he or she is flying, 
information on thc environmental conditions that they are Performance characteristics can include, for example, the 
likely to encounter. Environmental conditions can include, 15 type of control systems, control surfaces, thc presence and 
for example, meteorological and other environmental rinctionality of any automated systems, and both the Ion- 
conditions, such as, storms, rain, turbulence, lightning, gitudinal and lateral aerodynamics of the aircraft. Perfor- 
icing, fog, volcanic ash, wind speed, wind direction, wind mance limitations can include, for example, the aircraft's 
variation, or the like. Before a flight begins, available maximum speed and Mach number, buffet speed, opera- 
environmental conditions information must, at the very 20 tional ceiling, maximum weight, center of gravity, as well as 
least, alert the pilot to the environmental conditions for the the structural and mechanical limitations of the aircraft, 
departure location, the arrival location, and the intended Some of the aircraft specific characteristics, such as thc 
travel route. During the flight, the pilot must be able to aircraft's mode of propulsion, are characteristics that are 
access updated environmental conditions information not typically static and do not change during flight. Other of the 
only for the present location of the aircraft, but also for the 25 a ^ cra f t sp CC ifi c characteristics, such as the aircraft's weight, 
remainder of the intended travel route, the arrival location, are typically dynamic, and change during flight, 
and any alternate routes that may be used in case of Furthermore, certain types of environmental conditions 
emergency. affect different aircraft in different ways and to varying 
To accomplish this, the pilot typically receives environ- degrees while other types of environmental conditions affect 
mental conditions information in the form of various maps, all aircraft in much the same way and to much the same 
printouts, and/or displays that detail environmental condi- degree. For example, storms, turbulence, icing, fog, volcanic 
tions that the aircraft is likely to encounter. Some of the ash, winds, or the like, can affect a large, jet-engine aircraft 
information sources, such as, for example, pressure or differently than a small, propeller-driven aircraft. In contrast, 
jet-stream maps, make the pilot aware of environmental environmental conditions, such as, for example, ground 
conditions that affect the aircraft directly, such as, for terrain, structures, lightning, or the like, can affect both large 
example, wind speed. Other sources of information, such as, and small aircraft alike. 

for example, radar reflectivity maps, or Nexrad data, advise To illustrate, a large multi-engine passenger aircraft might 

the pilot of conditions that affect the aircraft indirectly. For ^e able to fly, safely and comfortably, through an area of 

example, raindrops, which do not affect the aircraft directly, ^ turbulence that would cause a small single-engine aircraft to 

appear as areas of high reflectivity on radar reflectivity maps ^e thrown about quite violently. However, that same, large 

and infer areas of turbulence. multi-engine passenger aircraft will react differently when it 

The pilot must then compare all of the environmental is loaded with passengers, fuel, or cargo than it will when it 

conditions information that he or she receives with his or her is relatively empty. Furthermore, a private jet, with an excess 

knowledge, experience, and judgment, to determine a navi- 45 of available power, can fly in conditions that a small, single 

gable course through the maze of environmental conditions. engine, propeller-driven aircraft cannot. But, both large and 

To help the pilot to assimilate the vast amount of small aircraft alike can be catastrophically affected by, for 

information, it is known to transmit weather data to the example, a lightning strike. 

cockpit of an aircraft so that the weather data can be As a further illustration, the altitude of the aircraft may 

displayed and periodically updated. For example, in U.S. 50 determine whether and to what extent the aircraft encounters 

Pat. No. 5,265,024, to Crabill el al., describes a system for certain environmental conditions, such as turbulence. For 

providing systematic, updated, weather information from example, there might be an area of thunderstorms that can be 

the ground to the pilot. The *024 patent includes processor avoided if the pilot files over the storms at a higher altitude, 

and display systems that display weather data in map-style Unfortunately, the operational ceiling of the aircraft may not 

depictions and as alphanumeric formats. The '024 patent 55 allow the aircraft to fly high enough to travel over the 

also describes a display that provides overlays of mosaicked storms. Alternatively, the operational ceiling of the aircraft 

ground weather maps, lightning, and other Significant may be limited because of certain performance limitations of 

Meteorological Statements (Sigmets). the aircraft. Additionally, the pilot of the aircraft may not be 

As an example of displaying environmental conditions allowed, if, for example, the pilot is only instrument flight 

information to a pilot, it is known to use enhanced weather 60 rules (1FR) rated, to fly above a predetermined altitude, 

radar to measure wind variations in an area ahead of an Furthermore, air traffic control (ATC) may not allow the 

aircraft. The wind variation measurements are then pro- pilot to make an altitude change. 

cessed to determine regions of potentially hazardous wind Therefore, because the impact of any given set of envi- 

shear. These determined regions are then displayed on a map ronmental conditions is not the same for every aircraft, and 

as a series of variable sized, color-coded pie shapes. The 65 different aircraft react very differently to different environ- 

different color codes represent different intensities of wind mental conditions, the pilot must consider not only the 

variation, while the size of each pie shape shows an approxi- present environmental conditions that the aircraft is about to 



03/03/2003, EAST Version: 1.03.0002 



US 6,381 

3 

encounter, but also the specific flight characteristics of the 
aircraft that he or she is flying. 

Thus, a system that combines environmental conditions 
information with aircraft specific information and produces 
a simplified display map showing any environmental con- 5 
d it ions that are relevant to a particular aircraft, improves 
pilot awareness, reduces the workload on the pilot, and 
improves the safety level to the aircraft, the pilot, and any 
passengers and/or cargo onboard. 

Thus, in contrast to the example of merely displaying 10 
environmental conditions information described above, this 
invention allows the pilot to look at the display map without 
having to determine, for example, which color-coded pie 
shapes represent wind variations that are intense enough to 
adversely affect his or her particular aircraft. To the contrary, 15 
the display map of this invention only displays environmen- 
tal conditions that exceed a determined threshold and can 
actually affect the pilot's particular aircraft. Thus, in contrast 
to the example described above, the display map of this 
invention will only show areas of wind variation that are 20 
intense enough to adversely affect the pilot's aircraft. 

This invention also optimizes a travel route based on both 
environmental conditions information and aircraft specific 
information. The travel route may be optimized based on ^ 
default criteria or criteria selected by the pilot, such as, for 
example, best fuel economy, most comfortable ride, fastest 
traverse of a particular region, and/or changing configura- 
tion of the aircraft. The travel route may be altered or 
updated by this invention based on either a request from the ^ 
user or a change in either the environmental conditions or 
the aircraft characteristics. 

In various exemplary embodiments, the systems and 
methods of this invention are able to produce projected 
dynamic vehicle information such that the status of certain 3S 
of the aircraft characteristics, such as, for example, the 
aircraft's weight, can be projected for at least one point 
along a travel route. 

It should be appreciated that the embodiments described 
above involve displaying environmental conditions data 40 
relative to a specific aircraft. However, in various exemplary 
embodiments of this invention, the environmental condi- 
tions data is processed and displayed in other vehicles, such 
as, for example, helicopters, watercraft, hovercraft, automo- 
tive vehicles, or the like. 45 

When the vehicle is, for example, an aircraft, the envi- 
ronmental conditions information may include, for example, 
cloud type, cloud altitude, visibility, storms, rain, 
precipitation, turbulence, lightning, icing, fog, volcanic ash, 
wind speed, wind direction, wind variation, temperature, 50 
restricted areas, or the like. It should also be appreciated thai 
the environmental conditions information is displayed rela- 
tive to each particular aircraft's attributes, such as, for 
example, the physical size, weight, direction, speed, 
propulsion, mode of propulsion, response characteristics, 55 
performance characteristics, performance limitations, or the 
like of the aircraft. 

When the vehicle is, for example, a watercraft, the envi- 
ronmental conditions information may include, for example, 
water temperature, water depth, water conditions, wave 60 
height, wind speed, wind direction, water current, water 
undercurrent data, or the like. It should also be appreciated 
that the environmental conditions information is displayed 
relative to each particular watercraft 's attributes, such as, for 
example, size, weight, speed, propulsion, mode of 65 
propulsion, hull design, draft, performance characteristics, 
response characteristics, or the like. 
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When the vehicle is, for example, an automotive vehicle, 
the environmental conditions information may include, for 
example, weather conditions, wind speed, wind direction, 
accumulated precipitation information, road conditions, 
grade of terrain traversed, or the like. It should also be 
appreciated that the environmental conditions information is 
displayed relative to each particular automotive vehicle's 
attributes, such as, for example, two wheel or four wheel 
drive, gross vehicle weight, speed, height, center of gravity, 
or the like. If, for example, the vehicle is a tractor-trailer, the 
display may include wind speed and direction information 
so that a driver can avoid areas of cross winds that are strong 
enough to tip the vehicle or force the vehicle off of a road. 

Accordingly, this invention provides apparatuses, 
systems, and methods that present a user with a simplified 
environmental conditions map based on a scientific and 
technical analysis of both environmental conditions infor- 
mation and data specific to the vehicle that the user is 
operating. 

This invention separately provides apparatuses, systems, 
and methods that produce a simplified, integrated, iconized 
map including environmental conditions information indi- 
cating the location, spatial extent, and severity of each 
environmental condition. 

This invention separately provides apparatuses, systems, 
and methods that update vehicle specific data to reflect 
changes to the vehicle's weight, performance 
characteristics, and/or configuration. 

This invention separately provides apparatuses, systems, 
and methods that simplify the route-planning task by sug- 
gesting optimized routings based on minimizing certain 
parameters. 

This invention separately provides apparatuses, systems, 
and methods that plot and/or update a travel plan using both 
environmental conditions information and data specific to 
the vehicle that the user is operating. 

This invention separately provides apparatuses, systems, 
and methods that automatically suggest courses of travel, 
either prior to departure or while en route, through or around 
various environmental conditions based on the specific 
characteristics of a particular vehicle. 

This invention separately provides apparatuses, systems, 
and methods that optimize a course around various envi- 
ronmental conditions based on specific criteria, such as, for 
example, best fuel economy, most comfortable ride, fastest 
traverse of a particular region, and/or changing configura- 
tion of the vehicle. 

This invention separately provides apparatuses, systems, 
and methods that can be used prior to departure or onboard 
a vehicle to interpret weather and/or environment data thai 
is transmitted or broadcast to the vehicle. 

This invention separately provides apparatuses, systems, 
and methods that provide the user with improved situational 
awareness of hazards to the user's specific vehicle. 

This invention separately provides apparatuses, systems, 
and methods that improve safety by reducing the impact of 
adverse environment conditions on a specific vehicle. 

These and other features and advantages of this invention 
are described in or are apparent from the following detailed 
description of the exemplary embodiments. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The exemplary embodiments of this invention will be 
described in detail, with reference to the following figures, 
wherein: 
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FIG. 1 shows a first exemplary embodiment of the envi- 116, and a display 118. In various exemplary embodiments, 

ronme ntal conditions display system according to this inven- the display generator 116 interfaces, via the receiver 112, 

tion; with the at least one environmental conditions transmitter 

FIG. 2 shows a second exemplary embodiment of the l ?0 ^ c display generator 116 also interfaces with the 

environmental conditions display system according to this 5 aircraft characteristics database 114 and the display 118. 

invention; In the various exemplary embodiments, the aircraft char- 

FIG. 3 shows a third exemplary embodiment of the acteristics database 114 includes a database that stores static 

environmental conditions display system according to this aircraft specific information and a database that stores 

invention; dynamic aircraft specific information. In various exemplary 

FIG. 4 is a functional block diagram outlining an exem- 10 embodiments various systems and/or sensors of the aircraft 

plary embodiment of the environmental conditions display 110 periodically update the dynamic aircraft specific infor- 

system according to this invention; ma,,on s,ored ln ,he aucraft <*«•««"*•» database 114. 

FIG. 5 is a flowchart outlining one exemplary embodi- lD lne various exemplary embodiments described herein, 

ment of a method for using the environmental conditions ,ne dls P ,4 y generator 116 is an environmental conditions 

display system according to this tow ion; dis P la y svstem m > as shown below - wi,n reference to FIG. 

RG. 6 shows one exemplary ^oodiment of a display 4 In various exemplary embodiments, the display generator 

using the environmental conditions display system accord- , 116 Tl t^Z ™ ? ' ^ "^T" 

in to this invention- s < * ata * >ase 120, via a wireless link using the receiver 112 

ing o is inven ion, ^ ^ e a( j east Qne environmental conditions transmitter 

FIG. 7 shows a second exemplary embodiment of a 20 m Mtcm&{ivel y f the display generator 116 can interface 

display using the environmental conditions display system witfa ^ environmental conditions database 120, either 

according to this invention; dirccUy 0f mdirectly? via any linked connection. The linked 

FIG. 8 shows a third exemplary embodiment of a display connection can be any known or later developed device or 

using the environmental conditions display system accord- system for connecting the display generator 116 to the 

ing to this invention; and 25 cnv i ronmcnt al conditions database 120, including a direct 

FIG. 9 shows a fourth exemplary embodiment of the wired connection, a connection over a LAN, a WAN, or any 

environmental conditions display system according to this other distributed network, a connection over the public 

invention. switched telephone network, a connection over a coaxial 

ncTAir cn nccPDTunAM nc tuc , n cable CATV ) svst em, a connection over a cellular 

p™^^ ,ele p hone network > a vef y hi * h fre ^ uenc y < VHF) 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT connection, an ultra high frequency (UHF) connection, a 

For simplicity and clarification, the operating principles, radio frequency (RF) connection, a satellite connection, or 

design factors, and layout of the environmental conditions the like. In general, the linked connection can be any known 

display systems, methods, and apparatuses according to this or later developed connection system or structure usable to 

invention are explained with reference to various exemplary 35 connect the display generator 116 to the environmental 

embodiments of environmental conditions display systems, conditions database 120, including both wired and wireless 

methods, and apparatuses according to this invention. The connections. 

basic explanation of the operation of the environmental In various exemplary embodiments, the display generator 

conditions display systems, methods, and apparatuses is ^ H6 interfaces with the display 118. The display 118 can be 

applicable for the understanding and design of the constitu- a cathode ray tube display, a liquid crystal display, a plasma 

ent components employed in the environmental conditions display, a light emitting diode (LED) display, or any other 

display systems, methods, and apparatuses of this invention. known or later developed system capable of displaying data. 

Furthermore, it should be appreciated that, for simplicity j n various exemplary embodiments, the at least one 

and clarification, the embodiments of this invention will be 45 environmental conditions transmitter 130 is, for example, a 

described with reference to the environmental conditions VHF transmitter, a UHF transmitter, a RF transmitter, a 

display systems, methods, and apparatuses as they operate in satellite transmitter, or the like. When the at least one 

an aircraft. Alternatively, the systems, methods, and appa- environmental conditions transmitter 130 is, for example, a 

ratuses of this invention can be implemented in other satellite transmitter, the at least one environmental condi- 

vehicles, such as, for example, helicopters, watercraft, 5Q uons transmitter 130 also includes at least one satellite 135. 

hovercraft, automotive vehicles, or the like. \ n various exemplary embodiments, the at least one envi- 

It should also be appreciated that the term "environmental ronmental conditions transmitter 130 is, for example, a 

conditions" is for basic explanation and understanding of the transmitter included in another aircraft that transmits envi- 

operation of the environmental conditions display systems, ronmental conditions information. Thus, in various exem- 

methods, and apparatuses. Therefore, the term "environmen- 55 plary embodiments, the receiver 112 includes at least one of 

tal conditions" is not to be construed as limiting the envi- a VHF antenna, a UHF antenna, a RF antenna, a satellite 

ronmental conditions display systems, methods, and appa- communications receiver, or the like, 

ratuses of this invention. During operation of the environmental conditions display 

FIG. 1 shows an environmental conditions display system system 100, the display generator 116, receives, via the 

incorporating a first exemplary embodiment of an environ- 60 receiver 112, signals from the at least one environmental 

mental conditions display system 100 according to this conditions transmitter 130. The signals from the at least one 

invention. As shown in FIG. 1, the environmental conditions environmental conditions transmitter 130 contain at least 

display system 100 includes at least some of an aircraft 110, some environmental conditions data from the environmental 

an environmental conditions database 120, and at least one conditions database 120. In various exemplary 

environmental conditions transmitter 130. 65 embodiments, the signals also include global positioning 

The aircraft 110 includes at least some of a receiver 112, system (GPS) data, which allows the systems, methods, and 

an aircraft characteristics database 114, a display generator apparatuses of this invention to determine the location 
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and/or the speed of the aircraft. In the various exemplary 
embodiments, the display generator 116 includes an envi- 
ronmental conditions database that stores at least the 
received environmental conditions data from the environ- 
mental conditions database 120. 5 

When the display generator 116 receives the environmen- 
tal conditions data, the display generator 116 compares the 
environmental conditions data to the static and dynamic 
aircraft characteristics stored in the aircraft characteristics 
database 114, as described above, and determines whether 10 
there are any environmental conditions that exceed a deter- 
mined threshold and will affect the aircraft. The display 
generator 116 then creates a display map that includes all of 
the environmental conditions that will affect the aircraft and 
sends the map to the display 118 to be displayed. 

In various exemplary embodiments, the displayed map is 
automatically updated periodically to reflect changes not 
only to the aircraft location and the environmental 
conditions, but also to the aircraft characteristics, such as, 
for example, the reduced weight of the aircraft due to fuel 
consumption, payload discharge, or weapons release. 20 

FIG. 2 shows an environment conditions display system 
incorporating a second exemplary embodiment of an envi- 
ronmental conditions display system 200 according to this 
invention. As shown in FIG. 2, the environmental conditions 
display system 200 includes at least some of an aircraft 210, 25 
a receiver 212, an aircraft characteristics database 214, a 
display generator 216, and a display 218. 

The elements of the environmental conditions display 
system 200 correspond to and operate similarly to the same 
elements discussed above with respect to the environmental 30 
conditions display system 100 of FIG. 1. However, in 
various exemplary embodiments, the environmental condi- 
tions display system 200 does not require the at least one 
environmental conditions transmitter 130 in order to receive 
the environmental conditions information. 35 

In various exemplary embodiments of the environmental 
conditions display system 200, the display generator 216 
receives, via the receiver 212, environmental conditions 
information from an onboard system or various onboard 
systems, such as, for example, an onboard system 213. In 40 
various exemplary embodiments, the onboard system 213 is 
a weather radar, an infrared (IR) sensor, a laser radar 
(LIDAR), or the like. 

Thus, the environmental conditions display system 200 
provides a map of an area based on the static and dynamic 45 
characteristics of the aircraft received from the aircraft 
characteristics database 214 and the environmental condi- 
tions information received from the onboard system 213, as 
described above. 

FIG. 3 shows an environmental conditions display system 50 
incorporating a third exemplary embodiment of an environ- 
mental conditions display system 300 according to this 
invention. As shown in FIG. 3, the environmental conditions 
display system 300 includes at least some of an aircraft 310, 
a transceiver 312, an aircraft characteristics database 314, a 55 
display generator 316, a display 318, an environmental 
conditions database 320, and at least one remote transceiver 
330. 

The elements of the environmental conditions display 
system 300 correspond to and operate similarly to the same 60 
elements discussed above with respect to the environmental 
conditions display system 100 of FIG. 1. However, in 
various exemplary embodiments of the environmental con- 
ditions display system 300, the receiver 112, as shown in 
FIG. 1, is replaced with the transceiver 312. Furthermore, 65 
the display generator 316 is located remote from the aircraft 
310. 
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During operation, the environmental conditions display 
system 300 operates similarly to the environmental condi- 
tions display system 100, as shown in FIG. 1. However, the 
aircraft 310 transmits, via the transceiver 312, the aircraft 
specific information to the at least one remote transceiver 
330. The at least one remote transceiver 330 then transfers 
the aircraft specific information to the display generator 316. 
The display generator 316 then prepares the display map 
using the aircraft specific information received from the 
aircraft 310 and the environmental conditions information 
received from the environmental conditions database 320, as 
described above, with reference to FIG. 1. When the display 
map is prepared, display map data is transferred, via the at 
least one remote transceiver 330, to the transceiver 312. The 
transceiver 312 then transfers the display map data to the 
display 318 to be displayed. 

In this manner, the hardware and software needed to 
process the environmental conditions information and the 
aircraft specific information is stored remote from the air- 
craft 310. Thus, less space is required onboard the aircraft 
310 for the environmental conditions display system 300. 

FIG. 4 is a functional block diagram outlining an exem- 
plary embodiment of an environmental conditions display 
system 400 according to this invention. As shown in FIG. 4, 
one exemplary embodiment of an environmental conditions 
display system 400 includes a computer or central process- 
ing unit (CPU) 410, one or more input devices 460, a display 
470, a vehicle conditions database 480, and an environmen- 
tal conditions database 490. 

The computer or CPU 410 includes at least some of a 
vehicle information database 413, a map annotation data- 
base 420, an annotation injection circuit 425, a memory 430, 
a controller 435, a display manager 440, an input/output 
interface 445, and a data monitoring circuit 450. The com- 
puter or CPU 410 interfaces with the one or more input 
devices 460 and the display 470 through the input/output 
interface 445. Additionally, the computer or CPU 410 inter- 
faces with both the vehicle conditions database 480 and the 
environmental conditions database 490, via a linked con- 
nection 495, through the input/output interface 445. 

In various exemplary embodiments, the memory 430 can 
be implemented using any appropriate combination of 
alterable, volatile or non-volatile memory or non -alterable, 
or fixed, memory. The alterable memory, whether volatile or 
non -volatile, can be implemented using any one or more of 
non -select able or dynamic RAM, a floppy disk and disk 
drive, a writable or re-writable optical disk and disk drive, 
a hard drive, flash memory or the like. Similarly, the 
non-alterable or fixed memory can be implemented using 
any one or more of ROM, PROM, EPROM, EEPROM, an 
optical ROM disk, such as a CD-ROM or DVD-ROM disk, 
and disk drive or the like. 

In various exemplary embodiments, the memory 430 
stores software and data including a software program and 
specific algorithms used by the environmental conditions 
display system 400. For example, the memory 430 stores 
map display software and communication software. Map 
display software and communications software are familiar 
to those of ordinary skill in the art. 

The controller 435 manages reading data from and writing 
data to the memory 430. The controller 435 also drives the 
transmission of data to and the reception of data from the 
one or more input devices 460, the environmental conditions 
database 490, and the display 470, through the input/output 
interface 445. 

The data monitoring circuit 450 monitors incoming data 
from the vehicle conditions database 480 and the environ- 
mental conditions database 490. 
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The vehicle conditions database 480 at least stores (VHF) connection, an ultra high frequency (UBF) 

dynamic aircraft data specific to the particular aircraft that is connection, a radio frequency (RF) connection, a satellite 

being flown. In various exemplary embodiments, the connection, or me like. In general, the linked connection 495 

dynamic aircraft data includes data about the aircraft char- can be any known or later developed connection system or 

acteristics that change during flight, such as, the aircraft's 5 structure usable to connect the computer or CPU 410 to the 

weight, performance characteristics, center of gravity, environmental conditions database 490, including both 

configuration, functionality of any automated control wired and wireless connections. 

systems, or the like. In the various exemplary embodiments described herein, 
The environmental conditions database 490 includes the computer or CPU 410 interfaces, for example, with the 
information relating to weather and other environmental 10 one or more input devices 460 and/or the display 470, 
conditions. In various exemplary embodiments, the envi- through a direct wired connection. Alternatively, the com- 
ronmental conditions database 490 is located in the aircraft puter or CPU 410 can interface with the one or more input 
itself, and receives environmental condition information devices 460 and/or the display 470, through a linked 
from, for example, an onboard radar system. In various other connection, as described above, using the input/output inter- 
exemplary embodiments, the environmental conditions 15 face 445. 

database 490 is a remote database, which transmits the In various exemplary embodiments, the environmental 
environmental conditions information to the aircraft. In still conditions display system 400 will be included as part of the 
other exemplary embodiments, the environmental condi- software executing on the computer or CPU. It should be 
tions database 490 is an airborne database located in, for appreciated that any other known or later developed system 
example, another aircraft or a satellite, which transmits the 20 capable of processing and outputting data could be used in 
environmental conditions information to the aircraft. place of the computer or CPU. While generating environ - 
The vehicle information database 415 at least stores static mental conditions annotations based on environmental con- 
data specific to the particular aircraft that is being flown. In ditions information and vehicle specific information is not 
various exemplary embodiments, the static data includes currently known, appropriate software for coordinating 
data about the aircraft that does not change during flight, 25 with, for example, the display 470 and displaying the graph 
such as, the aircraft's size, propulsion, mode of propulsion, data included in the environmental conditions annotations is 
structure, type of control system(s) and surfaces, longitudi- elementary, and essentially the same as found in the prior art 
nal and lateral aerodynamics, maximum weight, structural systems. 

and mechanical limitations or the like. During operation of one exemplary embodiment of the 

The map annotation database 420 stores environmental 30 environmental conditions display system 400, the input/ 

condition annotations to be added to the maps stored in the output interface 445 receives aircraft specific information 

memory 430. The environmental condition annotations from the aircraft conditions database 480 and environmental 

might be, for example, a particular style or color of shading, conditions information from the environmental conditions 

or an icon that is displayed on a map to alert a pilot to certain database 490. As the environmental conditions display sys- 

environmental conditions, as described above. The annota- tern 400 receives the aircraft specific information and the 

tion injection circuit 425 injects the environmental condition environmental conditions information, the data monitoring 

annotations in one or more appropriate locations, as dictated circuit 450 monitors all of the information that is contained 

by the controller 435 and the vehicle information database in the received aircraft specific and environmental condi- 

415, into the map or maps stored in the memory 430. 4Q tions information. 

In various exemplary embodiments, the display manager The controller 435 then sends the aircraft specific and 

440 drives the display 470. The display 470 can be a cathode environmental conditions information to the memory 430, 

ray tube display, a liquid crystal display, a plasma display, a where information from the vehicle information database 

fight emitting diode (LED) display, or any other known or 415 and the map annotation database is included. The 

later developed system capable of displaying data. The one 45 algorithms within the memory 430 then determine appro- 

or more input devices 460 can be one or more of a keyboard, priately iconized environmental conditions annotations for 

a mouse, a touch screen, a switch, a knob, a button, an enable each environmental condition that is strong enough to affect 

widget, a touch pad, a microphone or any other known or the aircraft, as described above. 

later developed device capable of inputting data. As appropriate environmental conditions annotations are 

In the various exemplary embodiments described herein, 5 o determined, the annotation injection circuit 425 injects the 

the computer or CPU 410 interfaces, for example, with the appropriate environmental conditions annotations in one or 

vehicle conditions database 480 and the environmental more appropriate locations in appropriate map information 

conditions database 490. stored in the memory 430. 

In the various exemplary embodiments described herein, The map information including the appropriate environ- 

the computer or CPU 410 interfaces, for example, with the 55 mental conditions annotations is then sent to the display 

environmental conditions database 490, through the linked manager so that an environmental conditions display map 

connection 495 using the input/output interface 445. can be produced. Once the environmental conditions display 

Alternately, the computer or CPU 410 can interface with map is produced, the environmental conditions display map 

the environmental conditions database 490, through a direct is transmitted, through the input/output interface 445, to the 

wired connection. The linked connection 495 can be any 60 display 470. 

known or later developed device or svstem for connecting When the environmental conditions display map is 

the computer or CPU 410 to the environmental conditions displayed, the pilot can use the one or more input devices 

database 490, including a wireless link, a connection over a 460 to alter the display field as further described herein. 

LAN, a WAN, or any other distributed network, a connec- FIG. 5 is a flowchart outlining one exemplary embodi- 

lion over the public switched telephone network, a connec- 65 ment of a method for using the environmental conditions 

tion over a coaxial cable (i.e., CATV) system, a connection display system according to this invention. In various exem- 

over a cellular telephone network, a very high frequency plary embodiments, as environmental conditions informa- 
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tion is received, a display map is created and/or updated to 
show the environmental conditions as the environmental 
conditions relate to a particular vehicle. 

In various exemplary embodiments, environmental con- 
dition annotations include one or more styles or colors of 5 
shading, or icons that are displayed on the display map to 
alert the user to certain environmental conditions, as 
described above. Additionally, custom environmental con- 
dition annotations can be added as dictated by the user. 

As shown in FIG. 5, beginning in step S100, control 10 
continues to step S105 where environmental conditions 
information is received. Then, in step S110, vehicle infor- 
mation is received. Next, in step S115, the received envi- 
ronmental conditions information is combined with the 
received vehicle information and with stored vehicle specific 15 
information. Control then continues to step S120. 

In step S120, a determination is made whether any of the 
received environmental conditions information represent 
environmental conditions that are severe enough to affect the 
particular vehicle. If, in step S120, it is determined that none 20 
of the environmental conditions are severe enough to affect 
the particular vehicle, control advances to step S125. 
Otherwise, control jumps to step S130. 

In step S125, a display map is produced thai does not ^ 
include any environmental condition annotations. Control 
then jumps to step S140. 

In step S130, appropriate characteristics, such as, for 
example, shading, coloring, iconization, or the like, are 
determined to reflect the spatial extent and severity of each 3Q 
environmental conditions annotation that represents an envi- 
ronmental condition that is severe enough to affect the 
particular vehicle. Then, in step S135, a display map is 
produced that includes an appropriate environmental condi- 
tion annotation for each environmental condition that is 35 
severe enough to affect the particular vehicle. Control then 
continues to step S140 where the method ends. 

It should be understood that the method for using the 
environmental conditions display system described above 
can be implemented such that the method restarts either at 40 
predetermined time intervals, at the request of a user, when 
the environmental conditions information is updated, or 
when certain predetermined vehicle information changes. 

In various exemplary embodiments, the display map can 
be stored in a memory, such as, for example, the memory 45 
430 of the computer or CPU 410 described above with 
reference to FIG. 4. Additionally, the vehicle specific infor- 
mation and the environmental conditions annotations can be 
stored in a vehicle information database and a map annota- 
tion database, such as, for example, the vehicle information 50 
database 415 and the map annotation database 420, 
respectively, as described above with reference to FIG. 4. 

FIG. 6 shows one exemplary embodiment of a display 
using the environmental conditions display system accord- 
ing to this invention. As shown in FIG. 6, the environmental 55 
conditions display system 600 includes at least some of a 
map display portion 605, a legend portion 630, a flight 
conditions display portion 640, a flight planning/update 
portion 650, a map display functions portion 660, and/or a 
display update/replay portion 670. 60 

The map display portion 605 includes at least some of a 
background map of an area, a flight path line 610, and a 
reference icon 615 indicating the aircraft's present position 
and direction along the flight path line 610. The map display 
portion may also include at least one environmental condi- 65 
tion annotation 620 displayed over the background map of 
the area. 
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In various exemplary embodiments, the legend portion 
630 includes a list of environmental conditions. Each envi- 
ronmental condition is associated with a displayed 
annotation, such as, for example variable coloring, shading 
pattern, or icon^tion. These annotations arc used by the 
environmental conditions display system 600 to alert the 
pilot to a variety of environmental conditions, as described 
above. In this manner, the pilot does not have to remember 
what each of the annotations represents, but is able to 
quickly reference each displayed environmental condition 
annotation. 

In various exemplary embodiments, the flight conditions 
display portion 640 includes some of a present altitude 
display 642, a displayed altitude display 644, and displayed 
altitude adjustment enable widgets 647 and 649. The present 
altitude display 642 shows the present altitude of the aircraft. 
In contrast, the displayed altitude display 644 shows the 
altitude of the environmental conditions displayed in the 
map display portion 605. The displayed altitude adjustment 
enable widgets 647 and 649 allow the pilot to increase or 
decrease the altitude of the environmental conditions dis- 
played in the map display portion 605. Thus, the pilot is able 
to investigate the environmental conditions at various alti- 
tudes without changing the altitude of the aircraft. 

In various exemplary embodiments, the flight conditions 
display portion 640 also includes a present altitude enable 
widget, not shown. The present altitude enable widget 
allows the pilot to automatically return the display to the 
aircraft's present altitude. Alternatively, this present altitude 
display function could be accomplished, for example, by 
depressing both of the displayed altitude adjustment enable 
widgets 647 and 649 simultaneously. 

In various exemplary embodiments, the flight planning/ 
update portion 650 includes some of a plan/update route 
enable widget 652, a planning option enable widget 654, and 
a planning option display 655. Selection of the plan/update 
route enable widget 652 allows the pilot to, for example, 
input a departure and arrival point and allow the environ- 
mental conditions display system 600 to determine a route of 
travel. The route would be determined using the environ- 
mental conditions data and the aircraft information data as 
described above. 

If the aircraft is in flight, or if a route has been planned, 
the plan/update route enable widget 652 can update, and 
alter if necessary, the route using updated environmental and 
aircraft information data. 

The planning option enable widget 654 allows the pilot to 
select the criteria that the plan/update route function uses to 
determine and/or update the route. For example, if the pilot 
selects a speed function, the plan/update route function will 
determine the fastest route from the departure point (or the 
present position) to the destination, while accounting for the 
environmental conditions and the aircraft characteristics as 
described above. If the pilot selects a comfort function, the 
plan/update route function will determine the least turbulent 
route from the departure point (or the present position) to the 
destination, while accounting for the environmental condi- 
tions and the aircraft characteristics as described above. 
Alternatively, the pilot may merely choose an update 
function, which allows the plan/update route function to 
update the flight route without changing planning options. 

The planning option display 655 allows the pilot to 
determine which of the planning functions is being used by 
the plan/update route function to plan/update the route. 

In various exemplary embodiments, the map display 
functions portion 660 includes some of a show present 
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position enable widget 664, a zoom in enable widget 665, a 
zoom out enable widget 666, and a display scroll enable 
widget 662. By using the functions of the map display 
functions portion 660, the pilot is able to view various maps 
or various sections of the map display portion 605 in greater 
or less detail. For example, the zoom in and zoom out enable 
widgets 665 and 666, respectively, allow the pilot to increase 
or decrease the area displayed by the map display portion 
605. 

Similarly, the scroll enable widget 662 allows the pilot to 
maintain a constant zoom factor while moving the area 
shown in the map display portion 605 up, down, right, or 
left. The show present position enable widget 664 allows the 
pilot to return the map display portion 605 to a view that 
shows the present position of the aircraft, for example, in the 
center of the map display portion 605. 

In various exemplary embodiments, the display update/ 
replay portion 670 includes some of an auto update enable 
widget 672, an update frequency enable widget 673, a replay 
enable widget 674, and a replay time set enable widget 675. 
By selecting the auto update enable widget 672, the envi- 
ronmental conditions display system 600 will automatically 
retrieve environmental conditions and aircraft information 
data and update any environmental condition annotation 620 
and/or the flight path 610 as necessary. 

The update frequency enable widget 673 allows the pilot 
to determine how frequently the environmental conditions 
display system 600 automatically updates. 

In various exemplary embodiments, the environmental 
conditions display system 600 also includes a replay enable 
widget 674. liie replay enable widget 674 allows the envi- 
ronmental conditions display system 600 to recall at least the 
aircraft positioning information and the environmental con- 
ditions information from a determined number of updates 
and display the information sequentially. Thus, the environ- 
mental conditions display system 600 produces an animated 
display map that allows the pilot to see the way in which 
various environmental conditions have developed over the 
determined period of time. 

The replay lime set enable widget 675 allows the pilot to 
determine how far back in time the replay function will go 
to retrieve the environmental conditions data to be dis- 
played. 

For example, as shown in FIG. 6, the update frequency 
function is set to automatically update every two minutes, 
while the replay time set function is set to include the update 
information received in the last ten minutes in an animated 
replay. Thus, if the pilot selects the replay enable widget 674 
with these settings, the environmental conditions display 
system 600 will produce an animated display map consisting 
of five frames (one for each update) showing any changes in 
the environmental conditions for the last ten minutes. 

Map display software and the display manipulation fea- 
tures described above, such as, for example, the zoom in, 
zoom out, and route planning/updating functions are famil- 
iar to even the lay person who accesses or operates a 
commercially available map program. 

Il should be understood that the enable widgets described 
herein can be any known or later developed mechanism or 
display for allowing a user to select a particular item or 
function on a display, such as, for example, a switch, a knob, 
a dial, a check box, a mark box, a radio button, an enable 
widget, or the like. 

The environmental conditions display system 600 shown 
in FIG, 6 shows an example of the environmental conditions 
display system 600 as the environmental conditions display 
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system 600 might appear in a large, passenger aircraft, such 
as, for example, a Boeing® 777-300™. The environmental 
condition annotations 620 appear as they might after the 
systems, methods, and apparatuses of this invention pro- 

s cessed received environmental conditions information with 
reference to aircraft information specific to the Boeing® 
777-300™ flying at an altitude of 5,000 feet. 

It should also be understood that the actions that can be 
performed by the environmental conditions display system 

io 600 of this invention are not limited to the actions listed 
above. The environmental conditions display system 600 of 
this invention can perform any actions that can be performed 
by software executing on a programmed general purpose 
computer, a special purpose computer, a microprocessor or 

15 the like. 

FIG. 7 shows a second exemplary embodiment of a 
display using the environmental conditions display system 
according to this invention. As shown in FIG. 7, the envi- 
ronmental conditions display system 700 includes at least 

20 some of a map display portion 705, at least one environ- 
mental condition annotation 720, a legend portion 730, a 
flight conditions display portion 740, a flight planning/ 
update portion 750, a map display functions portion 760, 
and/or a display update/refresh portion 770. 

25 The environmental conditions display system 700 func- 
tions similarly to the environmental conditions display sys- 
tem 600, as described above with respect to FIG. 6. 
However, the environmental conditions display system 700, 
shown in FIG. 7, is an example of how the map display 

30 portion 705 might appear when the pilot uses the altitude 
adjustment enable widgets 747 and 749 to adjust the dis- 
played altitude. 
As shown in FIG. 7, the environmental condition anno- 

35 tations 720 appear as they might after the systems, methods, 
and apparatuses of this invention process the same environ- 
mental conditions data as processed in FIG. 6. Yet, as shown 
in FIG. 7, the environmental conditions data is processed 
with reference to aircraft information specific to ihe Boe- 

4Q ing® 777-300™ flying at an altitude of 15,000 feet instead 
of flying at an altitude of 5,000 feet. 

Thus, as shown in FIG. 7, the environmental condition 
annotations 720 encompass a smaller area than the environ- 
mental condition annotations 620, as shown in FIG. 6. The 

45 environmental condition annotations 720 reflect a change in 
the environmental conditions as compared to FIG. 6 because 
the environmental condition change for a particular aircraft 
as the aircraft changes altitude, as described above. 
FIG. 8 shows a third exemplary embodiment of a display 

50 using the environmental conditions display system accord- 
ing to this invention. As shown in FIG. 8, the environmental 
conditions display system 800 includes at least some of a 
map display portion 805, at least one environmental condi- 
tion annotation 820, a legend portion 830, a flight conditions 

55 display portion 840, a flight planning/update portion 850, a 
map display functions portion 860, and/or a display update/ 
refresh portion 870. 

The environmental conditions display system 800 func- 
tions similarly to the environmental conditions display sys- 

60 tern 600, as described above with respect to FIG. 6. 
However, the environmental conditions display system 800, 
shown in FIG. 8. shows an example of the how the map 
display portion 805 might appear in a small, single -engine 
aircraft, such as, for example, a Cessna® 172R™ Sky- 

65 hawk™. The environmental condition annotations 820 
appear as they might after the systems, methods, and appa- 
ratuses of this invention process the same environmental 
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conditions data as processed in FIG. 6. Yet, as shown in FIG. 
8, the environmental conditions data is processed with 
reference to aircraft information specific to the Cessna® 
172R™ Skyhawk™ flying at an altitude of 5,000 feet 
instead of the Boeing® 777-300™ flying at an altitude of 5 
5,000 feet. 

Thus, when comparing FIG. 8 to FIG. 6, the environmen- 
tal condition annotations 820, shown in FIG. 8, encompass 
a larger area than the environmental condition annotations 
620, shown in FIG. 6. The changes to the environmental 10 
condition annotations 620 and 820 do not reflect a change in 
the environmental conditions or the altitude of the aircraft. 
To the contrary, the changes to the environmental condition 
annotations are due to the characteristics of the smaller 
aircraft. 

FIG. 9 shows a fourth exemplary embodiment of the 
environmental conditions display system according to this 
invention. As shown in FIG. 9, the environmental conditions 
display system 900 includes at least some of an watercraft 
910, a receiver 912, a display generator 914, a display 916, 2Q 
and at least one environmental conditions transmitter 920. 

The environmental conditions display system 900 func- 
tions similarly to the environmental conditions display sys- 
tem 100, as described above with respect to FIG. 1. 
However, in various exemplary embodiments, the environ- 25 
mental conditions display system 900 receives environmen- 
tal conditions information and processes the received envi- 
ronmental conditions information with reference to 
watercraft specific information to produce a display (hat 
shows environmental conditions annotations for environ- iQ 
mental conditions that would affect the specific watercraft. 

In various exemplary embodiments of the environmental 
conditions display system 900, the environmental conditions 
display system 900 functions similarly to the environmental 
conditions display systems 100 and 200, as described above 3S 
with respect to FIGS. 1 and 2. Additionally, in various 
exemplary embodiments, the environmental conditions dis- 
play system 900 employs a display similar to the environ- 
mental conditions display systems 600, 700, and/or 800, as 
described above with respect to FIGS. 6, 7, and 8. However, 40 
in various exemplary embodiments, the environmental con- 
ditions display system 900 also includes environmental 
conditions annotations that reflect nautical environmental 
conditions, such as, for example, wind speed at sea level, 
nautical currents, water depth, and wave height. 45 

It should be understood that although some environmental 
conditions, such as lightning, fog, and/or restricted areas, 
affect all aircraft regardless of the specific characteristics of 
the aircraft, the systems, apparatuses, and methods of this 
invention display appropriate symbols and/or icons to rep- 50 
resent the environmental conditions that represent a univer- 
sal hazard to all aircraft. 

It should also be understood that each of the elements of 
the environmental conditions display system can be imple- 
mented as portions of a suitably programmed general- 55 
purpose computer. Alternatively, each of the elements of the 
environmental conditions display system can be imple- 
mented as physically distinct hardware circuits within an 
ASIC, or using a FPGA, a PDL, a PLA or a PAL, or using 
discrete logic elements or discrete circuit elements. The 60 
particular form that each of the elements of the environ- 
mental conditions display system will take is a design choice 
and will be obvious and predicable to those skilled in the art. 

Moreover, the environmental conditions display system 
can be implemented as software executing on a programmed 65 
general -purpose computer, a special purpose computer, a 
microprocessor or the like. 
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Thus, in summary, the environmental conditions display 
system can be implemented on a programmed general 
purpose computer, a special purpose computer, a pro- 
grammed microprocessor or microcontroller and peripheral 
integrated circuit elements, an ASIC or other integrated 
circuit, a digital signal processor, a hardwired electronic or 
logic circuit such as a discrete element circuit, a program- 
mable logic device such as a PLD, PLA, FPGA or PAL, or 
the like. In general, any device, capable of implementing a 
finite state machine that is in turn capable of implementing 
the flowchart shown in FIG. 5 can be used to implement the 
environmental conditions display system. 

While this invention has been described in conjunction 
with the exemplary embodiments outlined above, it is evi- 
dent that many alternatives, modifications and variations 
will be apparent to those skilled in the art. Accordingly, the 
exemplary embodiments of the invention, as set forth above, 
are intended to be illustrative, not limiting. Various changes 
may be made without departing from the spirit and scope of 
the invention. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method of displaying environmental conditions as the 
environmental conditions relate to a particular vehicle, com- 
prising: 

receiving environmental conditions information; 

receiving vehicle information; 

receiving vehicle specific information; 

determining, based on the received environmental condi- 
tions information, the received vehicle information, 
and the received vehicle specific information, whether 
any environmental conditions represent environmental 
conditions that are severe enough to affect the particu- 
lar vehicle; 

creating, if the environmental conditions represent envi- 
ronmental conditions that are severe enough to affect 
the particular vehicle, at least one environmental con- 
dition annotation for each environmental condition that 
represents an environmental condition that is severe 
enough to affect the particular vehicle; and 

inserting the at least one environmental condition anno- 
tation in an appropriate location on a display device. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving environmen- 
tal conditions information includes receiving information 
regarding at least one of cloud type, cloud altitude, visibility, 
storms, rain, turbulence, lightning, icing, fog, volcanic ash, 
wind speed, wind direction, wind variation, weto depth ,, 
water conditions, water temperature, wave height, water 
current, water undercurrent, accumulated precipitation, 
restricted areas, surface conditions, road conditions and 
grade of terrain traversed. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving environmen- 
tal conditions information includes receiving environmental 
conditions information from al least one ground-based 
source. 

4. The method of claim 1 . wherein receiving environmen- 
tal conditions infarmation includes receiving environmental 
conditions information from at least one satellite. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving environmen- 
tal conditions information includes receiving environmental 
conditions information from at least one other vehicle. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving environmen- 
tal conditions information includes receiving environmental 
conditions information from at least one system onboard the 
particular vehicle. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving vehicle 
information includes receiving dynamic vehicle informa- 
tion. 
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8. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving vehicle 
specific information includes receiving static vehicle infor- 
mation. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein creating at least one 
environmental condition annotation includes creating at 
least one icon or symbol having characteristics that reflect 
the spatial extent and severity of the environmental condi- 
tion. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein creating at least one 
icon or symbol having characteristics that reflect the spatial 
extent and severity of the environmental condition includes 
creating the at least one icon or symbol using at least one of 
specific shading, coloring, and patterning techniques. 

11. A method of planning or updating a travel route based 
on a potential affect of environmental conditions on a 
particular vehicle, comprising: 

receiving at least a starting location of a journey and an 
end point of a journey; 

determining a best travel route from at least the starting 
location of the journey to the end point of the journey; 

receiving environmental conditions information for at 
least the determined best travel route; 

receiving vehicle information; 

receiving vehicle specific information; 

determining, based on the determined best travel route, 
the received environmental conditions information, the 
received vehicle information, and the received vehicle 
specific information, whether any environmental con- 
ditions represent environmental conditions that are 
severe enough to affect the particular vehicle; 

re-determining, if any environmental conditions represent 
environmental conditions that are severe enough to 
affect the particular vehicle, the best travel route to 
traverse the environmental conditions that represent 
environmental conditions that are severe enough to 
affect the particular vehicle; and 

creating a display that shows at least the determined best 
travel route and at least one environmental condition 
annotation that represents each environmental condi- 
tion that is severe enough to affect the particular 
vehicle. 

12. The method of claim 11, wherein re-determining the 
best travel route includes redetermining the best travel route 
based on a selected criteria. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the selected criteria 
include at least one of, total avoidance of any environmental 
conditions severe enough to affect the particular vehicle, 
best fuel economy, most comfortable ride, fastest traverse of 
a particular region, and changing configuration of the 
vehicle, 

14. An apparatus for displaying environmental conditions 
as the environmental conditions relate to a particular vehicle, 
comprising: 

a display; 

an input circuit that receives incoming information; 

a vehicle information database that at least stores static 
data specific to the particular vehicle; 

a vehicle conditions database that at least periodically 
receives and stores dynamic data specific to the par- 
ticular vehicle; 

an environmental conditions database that at least peri- 
odically receives and stores weather and other envi- 
ronmental conditions information; 

a map annotation database that stores environmental 
condition annotations; 
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an annotation injection circuit that injects appropriate 
environmental condition annotations in one or more 
appropriate locations on the display; 
a memory that contains at least a software program and 

5 specific algorithms used by the environmental condi- 
tions display apparatus; 
an output circuit that outputs the environmental condition 

annotations to the display; and 
a controller coupled to the display, the input circuit, the 

io vehicle information database, the vehicle conditions 
database, the environmental conditions database, the 
map annotation database, the memory, and the output 
circuit, and configured to determine, based on the 
specific algorithms, the static data, the dynamic data, 

15 and the weather and other environmental conditions 
information, whether any environmental conditions 
represent environmental conditions that are severe 
enough to affect the particular vehicle, to create, using 
the environmental condition annotations, at least one 
environmental condition annotation for each environ- 

20 mental condition that represents an environmental con- 
dition that is severe enough to affect the particular 
vehicle, and to control the annotation injection circuit 
to inject, via the output circuit, appropriate environ- 
mental condition annotations in one or more appropri- 

25 ate locations on the display. 

15. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the display also 
displays a best travel route on the display from at least one 
first location to at least one second location. 

16. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the weather and 
30 other environmental conditions information includes at least 

one of instrument meteorological conditions, visual meteo- 
rological conditions, cloud type, cloud altitude, visibility, 
storms, rain, turbulence, lightning, icing, fog, volcanic ash, 
wind speed, wind direction, wind variation, w££==£c££hp*. 
35 water conditions, water temperature, wave height, water 
current, water undercurrent, accumulated precipitation, 
restricted areas, surface conditions, road conditions and 
grade of terrain traversed. 

17. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the static data 
40 includes at least one of the vehicle's size, propulsion, mode 

of propulsion, structure, type of control system(s), control 
surfaces, longitudinal and lateral aerodynamics, maximum 
weight, maximum operational ceiling, maximum Mach 
number, structural limitations, mechanical limitations, and 
45 performance limitations. 

18. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the dynamic data 
includes data about at least one of the vehicle's weight, 
performance characteristics, center of gravity, configuration, 
functionality of any automated control systems, speed, and 

50 direction. 

19. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the environmental 
condition annotations include a particular style or color of at 
least one of patterning, shading, and iconization. 

20. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein each particular 
55 style or color of patterning, shading, or iconization repre- 
sents a different spatial extent or severity of an environmen- 
tal condition. 

21. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the memory also 
stores map display software and communications software. 

60 22. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the environmental 
conditions database is located onboard the vehicle. 

23. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the environmental 
conditions database is located onboard another vehicle. 

24. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the environmental 
65 conditions database is located remote from the vehicle. 

25. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the environmental 
conditions database receives weather and other environmen- 
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tal conditions information from at least one system that is 
remote from the vehicle. 

26. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the environmental 
conditions database receives weather and other environmen- 
tal conditions information from at least one system that is 
onboard the vehicle. 

27. The apparatus of claim 14, further including one or 
more input devices to update or alter the display. 

28. An environmental conditions display system that 
displays environmental conditions as the environmental 
conditions relate to a particular vehicle, comprising: 

a display; 

an input circuit that receives incoming information; 

a vehicle information database that at least stores static 
data specific to the particular vehicle; 

a vehicle conditions database that at least periodically 
receives and stores dynamic data specific to the par- 
ticular vehicle; 

an environmental conditions database that at least peri- 
odically receives and stores weather and other envi- 
ronmental conditions information; 

a map annotation database that stores environmental 
condition annotations; 

an annotation injection circuit that injects appropriate 
environmental condition annotations in one or more 
appropriate locations on the display; 

a memory that contains at least a software program and 
specific algorithms used by the environmental condi- 
tions display apparatus; 

an output circuit that outputs the environmental condition 
annotations to the display; and 

a controller coupled to the display, the input circuit, the 
vehicle information database, the vehicle conditions 
database, the environmental conditions database, the 
map annotation database, the memory, and the output 
circuit, and configured to determine, based on the 
specific algorithms, the static data, the dynamic data, 
and the weather and other environmental conditions 
information, whether any environmental conditions 
represent environmental conditions that are severe 
enough to affect the particular vehicle, to create, using 
the environmental condition annotations, at least one 
environmental condition annotation for each environ- 
mental condition that represents an environmental con- 
dition that is severe enough to affect the particular 
vehicle, and to control the annotation injection circuit 
to inject, via the output circuit, appropriate environ- 
mental condition annotations in one or more appropri- 
ate locations on the display. 

29. The environmental conditions display system of claim 
28, wherein the weather and other environmental conditions 
information includes at least one of cloud type, cloud 
altitude, visibility, storms, rain, turbulence, lightning, icing, 
fog, volcanic ash, wind speed, wind direction, wind 
variation, water depth, water conditions, water temperature, 
wave height, water current, water undercurrent, accumulated 
precipitation, restricted areas, surface conditions, road con- 
ditions and grade of terrain traversed. 

30. The environmental conditions display system of claim 
28, wherein the display also displays a best travel route on 
the display from at least one first location to at least one 
second location. 

31. The environmental conditions display system of claim 
28, wherein the static data includes at least one of the 
vehicle's size, propulsion, mode of propulsion, structure, 
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type of control system(s), control surfaces, longitudinal and 
lateral aerodynamics, maximum weight, maximum opera- 
tional ceiling, maximum Mach number, structural 
limitations, mechanical limitations, and performance limi- 
tations. 

32. The environmental conditions display system of claim 
28, wherein the dynamic data includes data about at least 
one of the vehicle's weight, performance characteristics, 
center of gravity, configuration, functionality of any auto- 
mated control systems, speed, and direction. 

33. The environmental conditions display system of claim 
28, wherein the environmental condition annotations include 
a particular style or color of patterning, shading, or ioniza- 
tion. 

34. The environmental conditions display system of claim 
30, wherein each particular style or cc x ^ of patterning, 
shading, or iconization represents a different spatial extent or 
severity of an environmental condition. 

35. The environmental conditions display system of claim 
28, wherein the memory also stores map display software 
and communications software. 

36. The environmental conditions display system of claim 
28, wherein the environmental conditions database is 
located onboard the vehicle. 

37. The environmental conditions display system of claim 
28, wherein the environmental conditions database is 
located onboard another vehicle. 

38. The environmental conditions display system of claim 
28, wherein the environmental conditions database is 
located remote from the vehicle. 

39. The environmental conditions display system of claim 
28, wherein the environmental conditions database receives 
weather and other environmental conditions information 
from at least one system that is remote from the vehicle. 

40. The environmental conditions display system of claim 
28, wherein the environmental conditions database receives 
weather and other environmental conditions information 
from at least one system that is onboard the vehicle. 

41. The environmental conditions display system of claim 
28, further including one or more input devices to update or 
alter the display. 

42. A method of displaying environmental conditions as 
the environmental conditions relate to a particular vehicle, 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving at least some static vehicle information from at 
least one second vehicle; 

receiving at least some dynamic vehicle information from 
the at least one second vehicle; 

comparing at least some of the static vehicle information 
and at least some of the dynamic vehicle information 
received from the at least one second vehicle to at least 
some static vehicle information and at least some 
dynamic vehicle information from the particular 
vehicle; 

determining, based on the compared information, whether 
there are any environmental conditions that are severe 
enough to affect the particular vehicle; 

creating, if it is determined that there are environmental 
conditions that are severe enough to affect the particu- 
lar vehicle, at least one environmental condition anno- 
tation for each environmental condition that represents 
an environmental condition that is severe enough to 
affect the particular vehicle; and 

producing a display of environmental conditions, wherein 
the display of environmental conditions includes the at 
least one environmental condition annotation inserted 
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in an appropriate location on a display so as to indicate 
a relationship between the environmental condition and 
the particular vehicle. 

43. The method of claim 42, wherein the dynamic vehicle 
information includes at least one of the vehicle's weight, 
performance characteristics, center of gravity, configuration, 
functionality of any automated control systems, location, 
speed, direction, altitude, and Mach number. 

44. The method of claim 42, wherein the static vehicle 
information includes at least one of the vehicle's size, 
propulsion, mode of propulsion, structure, type of control 
system(s), type of control surfaces, longitudinal 
aerodynamics, lateral aerodynamics, maximum weight, 
structural limitations, mechanical limitations, performance 
limitations, maximum operational ceiling, and maximum 
Mach number, 

45. The method of claim 42, wherein at least some of the 
static vehicle information or at least some of the dynamic 
vehicle information from the particular vehicle is predeter- 
mined static or dynamic vehicle information, 

46. The method of claim 42, wherein at least some of the 
static vehicle information or at least some of the dynamic 
vehicle information from the at least one second vehicle is 
predetermined static or dynamic vehicle information. 

47. The method of claim 42, wherein the display of 
environmental conditions as the environmental conditions 
relate to the particular vehicle is based on at least some 
present static vehicle information or at least some present 
dynamic vehicle information. 

48. The method of claim 42, wherein the display of 
environmental conditions as the environmental conditions 
relate to the particular vehicle is based on at least some 
projected static vehicle information or at least some pro- 
jected dynamic vehicle information for the particular vehicle 
when the particular vehicle reaches a location of the at least 
one second vehicle, wherein the location of the at least one 
second vehicle is the location from which the at least one 
second vehicle transmitted the static vehicle information or 
the projected dynamic vehicle information that is being 
compared. 

49. The method of claim 42, wherein at least one of the 
static vehicle information and the dynamic vehicle informa- 
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tion from at least one second vehicle is received from a 
source remote from the at least one second vehicle. 

50. The method of claim 42, wherein the display of 
environmental conditions includes at least one environmen- 
tal condition annotation for each environmental condition 
that is severe enough to affect the particular vehicle and 
wherein the at least one environmental condition annotation 
is inserted in an appropriate location on a display device to 
represent the location and severity of the environmental 
condition, as the location and the severity relate to the 
particular vehicle. 

51. A method of providing environmental conditions data 
as the environmental conditions data relates to a particular 
vehicle, comprising the steps of: 

receiving at least some static vehicle information from the 
particular vehicle; 

receiving at least some dynamic vehicle information from 
the particular vehicle; 

receiving at least some static vehicle information from at 
least one second vehicle; 

receiving at least some dynamic vehicle information from 
the at least one second vehicle; 

comparing at least some of the static vehicle information 
and at least some of the dynamic vehicle information 
received from the at least one second vehicle to at least 
some of the static vehicle information and at least some 
of the dynamic vehicle information from the particular 
vehicle; 

determining environmental conditions data that relates to 
the particular vehicle, 

wherein the determined environmental conditions data is 
based on the comparison of the at least some static 
vehicle information and the at least some dynamic 
vehicle information received from the at least one 
second vehicle to the at least some static vehicle 
information and the at least some dynamic vehicle 
information from the particular vehicle; and 

transmitting the environmental conditions data to at least 
one vehicle. 
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